Every year about a hundred people in England and Wales lose their lives by electrocution. Table I shows the total number of accidental deaths during the years 1942 to 1953, whilst 
current (A.C.) has almost completely replaced direct current (D.C.) and the standard is usually of 50 cycles per second. As a legacy of the past there are still in operation systems with non standard pressures ranging from 104-250 volts (A.C.) and other5 which operate at voltages of 100-240 volts (D.C.). The minimum current to kill frofl1 electrocution is stated to be about 65 milliamperes.
Death from electricity can occur in two ways, either by a sudden surprise shock causing vagal inhibition or by true electrocution which produces ventricular fibril' lation or respiratory failure. Although the importance of the element of surprise should not be over emphasized, cases have been recorded in which death has occurred from touching a wire which was believed to be live but which was, in fact, dead.
From a practical point of view, it should be stressed that to receive the full effect it necessary for a good (Essex Assizes 1952) In this case the accused was a married man living with his wife and children near Southendon-Sea. One evening his wife decided to take a bath and whilst she was doing this he was in a bedroom on the other side of the passage. Suddenly she cried out saying that she had received an electric shock when she had touched the soap dish. After a short interval he went to the bathroom and decrying the suggestion of a shock touched the soap dish to show that she was mistaken. At the time she was satisfied with his statement but the next morning decided to telephone the Electricity Company to ask them to call and examine the soap dish. They were too busy to do this immediately and consequently she decided to examine it herself with the aid of her sister-in-law. After scraping away the plaster she found that it was fixed to the wall and that there was a wire to the bracket which had been made from a piece of tin by her husband. She traced the wire under the bath (boxed in) through the wall into the adjoining lavatory, where, after winding around the base of the lavatory pedestal, it entered the roof space above and then ran across the top to a cupboard in the bedroom where it was connected to a metal tube secured between two pieces of bakelite which were screwed to the wall. She then called the police who carried out a search and in a drawer found a length of india-rubber covered electric wire one end of which was attached to the positive terminal of a 15 ampere plug and the other to a large split pin which exactly fitted the metal tube in the cupboard. In the circuit had been introduced a 15-watt bulb with holder. (Fig. 2) .
A 15-ampere power-plug was fixed on the skirting board adjoining the cupboard and the whole circuit when connected allowed a current of 65 milliamperes to be detected at the soap dish (the reduction was due to the resistance of the bulb). Examination of the bath showed that a person seated in it would be completely insulated. This was due to the porcelain being intact, the runaway being insulated by the plaster which fixed it, leaving the only " earth " through the chain attached to the bath plug. An appreciable electric shock could be felt when the soap dish was touched.
Investigation showed that the husband was associating with a young girl without telling her parents that he was already married. His wife had discovered and resented this liaison. He had moreover been previously convicted of bigamy. His defence was that the apparatus was the earth of his wireless set but the jury found him guilty of attempted murder.
To summarize, the recognition of death from electrocution is not easy unless the medical practitioner who first sees the case is both suspicious in his approach and careful in his examination of the body. Two 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 Male 
